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If you had the privilege of asking the Lord for one blessing, what would it be? “Lord, teach me how to make money!” “Teach me how to be successful.” “Teach me how to enjoy life.” “Lord, teach me how to do a miracle, preach, or lead singing.” 
The disciples once came upon Jesus while He was deep in prayer (Luke 11:1). Though accustomed to hearing men pray—since children they had seen men stand on street corners praying—they were fascinated by this prayer. It was not mere form, but force. They must know His secret, so they ask Him to take them to prayer school. “Teach me to pray?” is the petition of a wise person. 
Luke 11:2-4 is often called “The Lord’s Prayer,” not because Jesus prayed it (He never had to ask for forgiveness), but because He taught it. It might better be called “The Model Prayer.” Let’s look at it phrase by phrase. 
“When ye pray say...” Luke’s version is shorter, and different, than Matthew’s (6:9-11) which indicates Jesus taught the same lesson on two occasions and that He does not want us tied to these very words (for then there would be no variation). This episode shows that it is proper to meditate beforehand what we want to ask God, and to arrange our thoughts, lest we come thoughtlessly into His presence. The prayer’s brevity contrasts sharply with what the disciples heard from the Pharisees (Mark 12:40; cf. Ecclesiastes 5:2).


“Our Father...” Jesus refers to God as Father (pater)—not counting repetitions in parallel passages—about 161 times in Scripture (e.g., Luke 15). This privilege is granted to all Christians (Isa. 63:16; 1 Jn. 3:1; cf. Gal. 4:6; Romans 8:15; 1 Pet. 1:17). Prayer is based on family relationship. It recognizes the relationship of brothers and sisters (“our” Father). I have no right to ask God for blessings that would hurt you (cf. Psa. 106:15).


When we are born again (Jn. 3:3-5; Gal. 3:26, 27), we are added to God’s family (1 Tim. 3:15) and can address Him as “Father.” Unless we can honestly call God “Father,” we cannot pray. Perhaps the greatest blessing of prayer is not receiving an answer, but being a person God will hear. A ship’s passengers were all scared as it was being tossed mercilessly by winds and waves. All, that is, but one little girl. “Why are you not afraid?” they asked. 
She replied, “Because my father is captain of this ship.” How glad we are that God is our Father. As life’s storms rage, we can assuredly say, “We are not afraid, for our Father is Captain of the ship.”


“Which art in heaven” (2 Chron. 20:6; Psa. 11:4; Dan. 2:28; Mt. 5:16; 10:32). Someone said, “Convince us that this amazing universe is only a vast and gorgeously furnished house without an infinite Occupant who is our Friend, and Christians will never pray again.” God is there!


“Hallowed by thy name.” Prayer’s first concern should be honoring God. Jesus stressed reverence in approaching God (Ex. 20:7; Lev. 10:3; 22:32; Psa. 79:9; 111:9; Isa. 6:2-3; 29:33; Ezek. 36:23; Rev. 15:4). Hallowed (hagiazo) means “made holy, reverenced; to separate from profane things and dedicate to God.” Literally this reads, “Let thy name be sanctified.” We are saying, “Let God’s name be sanctified in my life,” which is done by living righteously.

“Thy kingdom come...” This reflects the pre-Pentecost nature of this prayer, as the kingdom (church) was in its preparatory state (Mt. 16:18-19). It came “in power on Pentecost (Acts 2; cf. Mk. 9:1; Lk. 24:47-49; Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-4; Col. 1:13). Today, we could pray that the kingdom be enlarged and that more would become members of it.


“Thy will be done...” Prayer’s purpose is not to get man’s will done in heaven so much as to get God’s will done on earth. A little child asks for anything and everything, and usually does not get what he asks for. Older children discover what fathers want to give, then asks for and receives it. Christians must want what God wants (1 Jn. 5:14-15; Lk. 22:42; Mt. 6:10; Phil. 2:12; Prov. 28:9) or they cannot ask in Christ’s name (Col. 3:17; Eph. 5:20; Jn. 16:24). Before talking about our needs, we must focus on His concerns.


“Give us this day our daily bread.” (present) (Give, didomi, “supply necessary things.”) Bread was a staple in their diet, a necessity for life. No need is too small or great for God (cf. Phil. 4:19). Manna in the wilderness (Ex. 16:11-21; cf. Deut. 8:6) was given in increments sufficient for a day’s needs. Matthew has, “Give us daily bread this day;” whereas Luke says, “Give bread to us day by day.” The Israelites had daily manna, “Let us have bread today for today, and tomorrow for tomorrow.” The present tense verbs indicate continuing, daily, provision. We are not to worry about the unknown future, but to live a day at a time. To trust God for sufficient food day by day was important to people who were often hired only a day at a time (cf. Mt. 20:1-5).


Forgive us our sins as we forgive others . . . This refers to the past. This shows that there are no Christians who do not need forgiveness. Sin debts are daily contracted and should daily be removed. God forgives and cleanses us as we confess our sins (Psa. 25:11, 18; 32:1-5; 51:1-3; 130:4; Isa. 43:25-26; 1 Jn. 1:9). Forgiveness is provided through the blood of Christ in His body, the church (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; 2 Tim. 2:10; Acts 20:28). God desires the extension of mercy on the part of His people (Micah 6:8; Mt. 6:14-15; 18:35; Eph. 4:31-32; Col. 3:13; Jas. 2:13). Indebted to us is literally injured us.


And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil . . . This refers to the future. God guards and guides us. Temptation refers to any testing situation (peirasmos, “an experiment, trial, proving”) (2 Cor. 12:7-8; Rev. 2:10; 3:10). Temptation is to be as dreaded and carefully avoided as sin itself. God does not tempt men to sin (Jas. 1:12-15), but is able to guard them against it, and/or provide a way to escape it (1 Cor. 10:13; cf. 1 Jn. 3:9; Mt. 26:41; Lk. 8:11, 13; 22:46; 1 Cor. 10:13; Psa. 119:11, 105). Deliver (rhoumai) means “rescue” (Gen. 48:16; Psa. 121:7).


No Christian rises any higher than his praying. But prayer is hard. Most would rather work than pray, but without prayer work is useless. What a difference it would make in our personal lives, our homes, our churches, and our world if all Christians enrolled in the Lord’s school of prayer—and graduated!
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