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I. THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN COMPARED 

1. Both the Pharisee and the publican had access to the temple worship. 
2. Both were Jews. 
3. Both were in a covenant relationship with God; therefore, neither represented the alien sinner. 
4. Both of them represented distinct classes of the Jews, and both had their own peculiar characteristics. 

a. The leading characteristics of the Pharisees were formality, self-righteousness, and hypocrisy. 
b. The publicans collected taxes under the Roman government and were classed with the outcast and sinners. 

5. Both of them prayed to God the Father. 

II. THE PURPOSE OF THE PARABLE

1. To condemn self-righteousness (Luke 18:9) 
2. To teach that we must humble ourselves to be exalted (Luke 18:14).

III. THE SELF-RIGHTEOUS ARE NOT ALWAYS COMPLETELY EVIL 

1. The Pharisees were devoutly religious.

a. The Pharisee in the parable went to the temple to pray; he was in an environment that was conducive to prayer.
b. He may have been sincere in his praying. 

2. The Lord had nothing to say against his morality and his integrity. 
3. The Pharisee had kept his marriage vows.
4. The Pharisee was not an extortioner. 
5. The Pharisee was liberal with his wealth. 

a. He gave tithes.
b. He gave more than many members of the Lord's church give

6. The Pharisee, however, had this against him; he was not justified in God's sight. Just because someone is religious does not mean he is well-pleasing in God's sight. 

IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF THOSE WHO ARE SELF-RIGHTEOUS 

1. They are not able to discuss their own weaknesses, because they spend their time gloating over their own self-righteousness (Romans 12:3).
2. They seek the praise and glory of men (Matthew 23: 23-30; John 12: 42-43).
3. They are definitely a hindrance and stumbling block to the Lord's church.
4. They exalt and glorify in their goodness while they criticize other people's weaknesses. 

V. THE LORD PORTRAYS THE PUBLICAN AS ONE WHO IS POOR IN SPIRIT; AND HE SHOWS THE FOLLY OF SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE PHARISEE
 
1. You do not have to be a sinner to be poor in spirit.
2. You can conform to the outward standard of righteousness without being self-righteous in spirit.
 
VI. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POOR IN SPIRIT

1. They are humble as Christ was when he washed the disciples' feet (John 13:12-15). 
2. Those who are poor in spirit recognize their weaknesses and strive to live better and do more in God's service (Philippians 2:1-4; 3:12-14).

VII. THE ATTITUDE WE SHOULD HAVE

1. We should not seek after the glory of men (Galatians 1:10). 
2. We should esteem others better than ourselves (Philippians 2:3-4; Romans 12:10). 

VIII. THE POOR IN SPIRIT WILL BE SAVED BECAUSE THEY ARE HUMBLE ENOUGH TO OBEY THE GOSPEL (Matthew 5:3)

1. Those on Pentecost humbled themselves and obeyed the gospel (Acts 2:36-41). 
2. Those who are poor in spirit consider others to be better than themselves (Acts 9:3-18).
3. Many Ephesians burned their books when they learned they were in error (Acts 19:19).
4. Saul humbled himself and obeyed Christ when he learned he was in error. 

IX. THE DOCTRINE THAT BAPTISM IS NOT ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION BECAUSE THE PUBLICAN WAS JUSTIFIED WITHOUT BAPTISM IS COMPLETELY FALSE

1. The publican was already in a covenant relationship with God. 
2. The Great Commission had not been given yet.
3. The New Covenant had not been ratified (Hebrews 9:17) 
4. The Lord will not hear anyone's prayer who does not obey Him (Psalm 66:18-20; Proverbs 28:9; Matthew 7:21; Luke 6:46).
5. The Lord has commanded us to believe, repent, and be baptized if we want to be saved. 

Mark 16:16—He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned. 
Acts 2:38—Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

6. We cannot be justified without rendering absolute obedience to the Lord's commandments whether we are in the Lord's church or not (James 2:24; John 9:31)
