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#1. There are billions of souls at stake. 
It is projected that by the end of 2024, there 
will be 8.1 billion people worldwide. What 
are we to do with these billions of souls? 
Our world is lost in sin, and must know 
the Gospel’s power. This becomes more 
accurate daily as we see a moving away 
from morality, truth, righteousness, and 
common decency. Despite this, God still 
loves His creation and wants men to be 
saved (John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:9). Now, more 
than ever, we need you to join the fight and 
give us one more on the battlefield.

#2. Churches need sound doctrine. 
The church will not be sound by accident. 
Hours, days, weeks, months, and years 
must be spent constantly striving to keep 
the congregation on solid ground. Elders 
may not always endeavor to endorse sound 
Gospel preaching, and as a result, the 
members may not always be sound. We 
need preachers to give the true message “in 
season and out of season” (2 Timothy 4:2).

#3. You get to share God’s love daily. 
Preaching is not just about the pulpit. From 
babies being born to loved ones being laid 
to rest, you can be there for it all. We have 
heard over and over again through the years 
that members do not care how much we 
know until they know how much we care. 
While ministers will not always be able to 
be there for every moment and hardship, 
they may be the first ones called when good 
or ill strikes. What an honor to be loved 
and viewed as a helper in such a way (James 
1:27)!

#4. Churches have the responsibility 
of training preachers. From Bible class to 
a fifth Sunday young men’s service, there 

must be opportunities given to our young 
men to encourage them to preach. We 
need more “Paul” like figures to encourage 
the coming generation! Our youth should 
not be scoffed at and treated as a “wait 
your turn” group when so much can be 
done right now to prepare for the future (1 
Timothy 4:12).

#5. False teaching is rampant. Sadly, 
many church members, and even those 
in the “religious world,” have just wanted 
to hear what is easy. Many want the good 
stuff, but not what matters most. Many have 
itching ears and are not enduring sound 
doctrine (2 Timothy 4:3). Since that is true, 
could you do something to eliminate some 
of the falsehoods and be a difference-maker 
in our world today?

#6. The Devil is after souls, too. 
He loves to make us suffer. You see, at 
the source of every call a minister gets 
about suffering and hardship, there is a 
giddy Devil who is rejoicing that they are 
hurting. Sadly, too many of the world find 
themselves to be children of Satan at this 
very moment (John 8:44). They serve him 
and see nothing wrong with the way they 
are living. Others are unaware that there 
is an alternative, and are hurting the most 
because they do not have God. They need 
someone to help them realize a better way.

#7. We need to continue to keep the 
roster full. Think of our preachers right 
now—the ones known best—and consider 
how much time will pass before we need the 
next generation to step up. We need another 
generation to fill their shoes when they go 
on to their reward.

TEN REASONS YOU CAN PREACH
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#8. It is about the message and not the messenger. 
Every Sunday, the best of the best proclaim the message, 
and as long as they herald the Word correctly, they 
are the best of the best preachers. Preaching is about 
teaching God’s Word, and that is it. You need to let the 
message stand for itself and make sure you stand behind 
the Cross. “Sir, we would see Jesus” (John 12:21). Will 
you show them?

#9. God commands all men everywhere to repent. 
No one, other than Jesus, has ever been found to 
live a perfect life, being tempted in all points and 
committing no transgression (Hebrews 4:15). Is it not 
our responsibility to enter our communities and do 
everything we can to bring them to Christ (Matthew 
28:19-20)? Your neighbors need you as much as, or even 
more than, those in the pews already. If we make the 
effort, we will see great results.

#10. How will they hear without you? How do you 
know that you cannot do it? We must consider preaching 

the Gospel, because without preachers, no one will see 
the truth. To become a preacher is to try to make your 
life embody the Word of God and to fall in love with 
Jesus. If you do that, you will impact lives you cannot 
imagine. All a preacher can do is preach the Gospel. The 
entirety of those who hear it will respond to it one way 
or the other, and preachers cannot do anything more 
than what their title suggests. Everything else is up to 
the hearers. You can make a difference if you become 
a preacher or help build someone up to become a 
preacher!

CONCLUSION
You can do it. Many already have, and many 

who thought they could not become preachers have 
accomplished that very thing. What is stopping you? 
Perhaps you find yourself being like Moses and not 
realizing that with God, all things are possible (Exodus 
4:1-17; Matthew 19:26)! “How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher” (Romans 10:14)?

TEN REASONS YOU CAN PREACH
Continued

THE MSOP MOST PROGRAM
Dan Cates

The MSOP Ongoing Spiritual Training program 
consists of Biblical studies, not only textual but also 
supplemental (e.g., hermeneutics, Christian evidences, 
and studies of language) in nature. MOST classes are 
excellent, but are not and simply could not begin to 
be a substitute for being on-campus and studying via 
the regular two-year program; assuredly, there is no 
substitute for the face-to-face instruction, the daily 
class schedule, access to the excellent N.B. Hardeman 
Library, the camaraderie with fellow-students, and living 
for two years among those whose purpose is the same 
as yours—these are just some of the blessings of being 
a part of the Memphis School of Preaching two-year 
program.

The Memphis School of Preaching has always stood 
upon the sure foundation of God (2 Tim. 2:19); her 
mission from the beginning has been to train men who 
are capable of proclaiming God’s Word (fulfilling 2 
Timothy 4:2).  From 1966, she has provided thorough 
and focused study of the Bible. The MOST program 
continues on that path. The MOST program is primarily 
for those who have already been through the MSOP 
program or whose personal situations [e.g., family, 
finances, careers, or even inability to enter the USA] 

simply will not permit their studying in Memphis for 
two years; however, the courses are beneficial to all 
preachers, elders, and Bible class teachers, indeed, to 
all Christians! There is no charge for these classes, and 
the classes do not have to be taken in any order or at 
any overall pace. Three different three hour classes are 
offered on campus each semester over roughly thirteen 
weeks, but these classes may be taken live online or 
even taken semesters later due to their being archived. 
Numerous courses are already available online.

In order to receive the MOST Advanced Diploma, 
having the appropriate prerequisites [a degree from 
MSOP or similar program], one must complete seventy-
two semester hours of classes [eighteen total courses] 
and complete the appropriate assignments. In order 
to receive the MOST Certificate, one must complete 
seventy-two semester hours and a lesser amount of 
assignments. One may simply audit and have no outside 
work. Any of the MOST classes, live or archived, may 
be taken toward the seventy-two hours. These classes, 
taught by experienced teachers who have become 
acquainted with these subjects over many years, are 
Scriptural and thorough. Please visit msopmost.org to 
see the classes or to find a MOST FAQ. 

Continued on Page 4
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9TH ANNUAL WORLD EVANGELISM SEMINAR

WORLD EVANGELISM:
“EVANGELIZING AND EDIFYING”
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Congregational Singing

Paul Evangelized And Edified His World

Evangelizing And Edifying: In Parts Unknown

Evangelizing And Edifying: Georgia, USA

Evangelizing And Edifying: Australia

Lunch Provided

Evangelizing And Edifying: The U.S. Northeast

Evangelizing And Edifying: Malawi, Africa
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Kevin Rutherford

Chuck Cordon

Roger Chambers

Displays In Fellowship Hall
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of the Lord, and see how they do.” (Acts 15:36)of the Lord, and see how they do.” (Acts 15:36)
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Forest Hill Church of Christ
3950 Forest Hill Irene Road
Memphis, TN 38125

Nearly every book of the Bible—verse-by-verse—and 
many general studies are now archived for any MOST 
student to be able to watch for any level of credit at any 
time. This semester [beginning September 12th] Keith A. 
Mosher, Sr., will teach “Minor Prophets I: Hosea through 
Micah,” Billy Bland will teach “Genesis,” and Daniel Cates 
will teach “The Church of the Bible.” We look forward to 
helping you make the MOST out of your spiritual training!

THE MSOP MOST PROGRAM
continued

SINGING, HUMMING, WHISTLING?
Garland Elkins

         Just a few years ago 
no member of the church 

known to me would have 
contended that humming 
would be acceptable 
in Christian worship. 
Yet, some time ago 
I received a phone 
call from a preacher 
in another state; and 

during our conversation, 
he stated that he was 

disturbed that a well 
known song director had 

recently visited in his section of 
the country, and while there participated in a worship 
service, during which he sang a solo while the entire 
congregation hummed. 

How long will it be before we hear of some 
song leader singing a solo while the congregation 
accompanies him with whistling? Can anyone show 
why humming is any more scriptural in New Testament 
worship than whistling? Would anyone like to try his 
hand on this matter? Humming and whistling are both 
vocal, are they not? 

The Lord did not authorize merely vocal music, but 
rather He authorized a certain type of vocal music, 
that is, singing. The New Testament teaches that we 
are to “sing” (Heb. 2:12; I Cor. 14:15). In singing we 
engage in “speaking” and “teaching” (Eph. 5:19; Col. 
3:16). Humming and whistling do not meet these 
requirements! Doubtless many reasons could be 
produced to show that humming and whistling are 
unscriptural. However, the following will suffice: A man 
who had been summoned to appear in court did not 
make his appearance. The judge was understandably 
upset. He asked, “Does anyone know any reason as 
to why this man has failed to appear in my court?” A 
gentleman replied, “Yes, your Honor, I can give one 
thousand reasons.” The judge instructed him to state 
them. He said, “The first reason is that he is dead.” The 
judge replied, “You may dispense with the additional 
nine hundred and ninety-nine reasons. The one you 
have given is quite sufficient.” 

In like fashion, regardless of the numerous reasons 
as to why humming and whistling are not to be used in 
Christian worship, one is quite sufficient. Namely, there 
is absolutely no New Testament authority for their use!

- Reprint from Yokefellow, Vol. 30, No. 11, Nov. 2003
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